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production? Follow the law; put a
pause on new restrictions; declare how
long they are going to actually hold off
on Russian oil and how long that will
be to give certainty for people in their
investment; and pause all these new re-
strictions on capital.

If the Biden administration did that
today, we would see an even greater in-
crease in oil. Listen, there is no incen-
tive that needs to be put in place. I
have had folks say: What incentives do
we need to put in place to be able to in-
crease American production? Can I just
say oil is at $120 a barrel.

There is no incentive that needs to be
put in place. The problem is not the in-
centive; the problems are the restric-
tions on the other side. With that cer-
tainty in a constantly changing envi-
ronment, very few people want to be
able to take the risk for it.

So if Secretary Granholm is serious
when she is calling out oil companies
to ramp up production, do the work be-
hind the scenes to open the path for
them so that they have that kind of
certainty.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee.

——
UKRAINE

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President,
conditions are bad in Ukraine, and
they are getting worse. Vladimir
Putin’s war is escalating in severity
and scale.

This past Sunday, we received the
first public reports that Russia is now
deploying proxy fighters to UKkraine.
Putin put out the call to action in
Syria, Southeast Asia, and Chechnya,
and now the mercenaries are pouring
in. On Tuesday, we heard further alle-
gations that as many as 1,000 proxy
fighters from the Kremlin-backed Wag-
ner Group will deploy to Ukraine and
attack Kyiv.

This latest news about proxy devel-
opments makes it even more obvious
how willfully blind the President has
been to the disaster unfolding in
Ukraine. If you look back at footage
from the past few months, it is clear
that the Biden administration thought
they would be able to talk Putin out of
this. They thought they could send in
the diplomats, offer a few concessions,
pat everyone on the back, and head
home. But while they were lining up
their talking points, Vladimir Putin
was lining up bodies to throw at
Ukrainian defenses.

When we first started to debate the
threat that the Chinese Communist
Party poses to the free world, it took a
lot of time to convince the skeptics of
China’s tight hold on the global order.
Through the Belt and Road Initiative,
cheap telecom build-outs, and control
over important supply chains, Beijing
has created spheres of economic influ-
ence all across the globe.

The Kremlin has done the same thing
with its proxies. But it is important to
remember that this is not new informa-
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tion. The existence of Wagner and
other Russian proxy groups is not a se-
cret, and neither is their brutal his-
tory.

This won’t be Wagner’s first time in
Ukraine. If fact, that is where these
mercenaries actually got started. But
for the past decade, they have been
wreaking havoc all across Africa.
Again, this is no secret. We know for a
fact that they have caused chaos and
bloodshed in Syria, Libya, Yemen,
Sudan, Madagascar, Mozambique, and
the Central African Republic and that
they have helped turn Mali into yet an-
other ‘‘hermit kingdom.” And what
have the Russians received in return?
They have gotten access to oilfields,
diamond mines, silver, gold, and other
extremely valuable natural resources.

By using his proxies, Putin gets the
best of all worlds. He is able to force
open doors into strategically impor-
tant areas. He will then suck them dry
of their natural resources and make his
own name synonymous with violence
in the face of resistance.

Furthermore, mercenaries exist out-
side the bounds of laws and norms,
which means groups like Wagner oper-
ate with impunity and give cover and
plausible deniability to Moscow. In
their opinion, it is the perfect legal fic-
tion.

Meanwhile, these proxy fighters have
been accused of abductions, torture,
and rape. They murder journalists and
conduct summary executions on behalf
of their Kremlin overlords. They target
civilian populations with the specific
purpose of terrorizing innocents and
eliminating dissent, and when they are
done, they simply disappear. That is
what Vladimir Putin is preparing to
unleash on the brave Ukrainian people.

I sent, and other Members joined
me—we have insisted since February 24
that this is not a special military oper-
ation; this is a war. But by bringing
proxies into the mix, Putin has sig-
naled that he is prepared to do more
than inflict violence on key strategic
targets; he is preparing for a massacre.

This isn’t a head fake. He knows ex-
actly what he is doing because he has
done it before. He is following the
Syria playbook to the letter, from the
booby-trapped humanitarian corridors
to his use of cluster bombs, to the pres-
ence of proxies to carry out his dirty
deeds.

It is no wonder that Moscow has or-
dered their fighters to travel with mo-
bile crematoriums. It is the only way
they will be able to even attempt to
cover up the brutality inflicted by
Putin’s private army.

Over the past few months, Putin has
shown us exactly what he intends to do
to the brave Ukrainian people. He has
made no attempt to hide behind diplo-
macy. His military commits war
crimes in broad daylight for the benefit
of the cameras. The introduction of
proxies is the natural progression of
this increasingly savage attack.

It is time for President Biden to pull
the blinders off and decide what Amer-
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ica’s response ought to be, and he has
to do that right now.

We have deprioritized the African
theater for far too long, and now it is
a breeding ground for glorified terror
squads. That absolutely has to change.
Russia is using proxies this very mo-
ment to destabilize and exploit Mali.
We know what they did to the people of
Syria. The pictures were too graphic
for the nightly news. It is time to re-
mind the world what happened there
and make it clear that unless we do
something, Ukraine is next.

We must also send a strong signal to
Putin, Wagner, and other thugs around
the world that there will be no more
hiding. Collect the evidence now. Docu-
ment the war crimes now. Prepare for
prosecutions now. We must let Vladi-
mir Putin know that no amount of
propaganda can cover up the atrocities
that he and his private army plan to
commit against the people of Ukraine.
But we have to do it before it is too
late to free the world from Moscow’s
grip.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan.

—————
POSTAL SERVICE REFORM ACT

Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, on Tues-
day night, the Senate took a signifi-
cant and historic vote to strengthen
one of our Nation’s oldest and most
trusted institutions—the U.S. Postal
Service.

For the past 15 years, this vital serv-
ice that delivers to every single com-
munity in our country, no matter how
remote, has faced unfair, burdensome
requirements that have jeopardized its
financial stability and its ability to
provide reliable and timely delivery to
Americans all across our country.

With 79 votes for the Postal Service
Reform Act—one of the strongest bi-
partisan votes the Senate has delivered
during this Congress—we passed sig-
nificant reforms that will set the Post-
al Service on a more stable financial
footing, preserve mail delivery for 6
days a week, and ensure greater trans-
parency of delivery performance for
the people who are counting on the
Postal Service to bring them critical
mail.

When our Nation’s Founders en-
shrined the Postal Service in our Con-
stitution, they could have never envi-
sioned what a vital role this institu-
tion would play in the daily lives of
Americans. Whether it is families who
are receiving critical medications or
connecting with loved ones, veterans
and seniors who are relying on the mail
for Dbenefits and Social Security
checks, or small businesses that are
sending important financial documents
and their products to customers, Amer-
icans are counting on the Postal Serv-
ice to deliver. Over the past few years—
especially during COVID-19—we have
seen just how essential the Postal
Service is to keeping our country con-
nected.
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